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A continuous
commitment for a 
better future 

LEAF is fulfilling the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development adopted by all United Nations Member 
States in 2015. It provides a shared blueprint for 
peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now 
and into the future. 

Today the Division for Sustainable Development 
Goals in the UN provides reports on specific thematic 
issues such as water, energy, climate, oceans 
urbanization and more. LEAF is tackling all the 17 
SDGs which is quite a progress. 
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LEAF’s engagement 
towards SDGs in 2021

LEAF is an inclusive programme which can be 
adapted to any social and cultural background. In 
many countries, populations rely on forest resources 
for their livelihoods (food, wood for fuel, 
construction or sale, other forest products). LEAF 
strives to ensure the livelihood for these people 
through knowledge and through finding sustainable 
solutions for them and for the forests.  

One of the principles behind LEAF is to end 
hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition, and promote sustainable 
agriculture. Implementing agricultural 
practices, such as the tree-planting events, will 
help maintain ecosystems and progressively 
improve land and soil quality. In the framework of 
the programme, for example, many schools decide 
to establish a garden or orchard on the school 
grounds, which teaches the students about 
sustainable growing techniques, local food 
products and the importance of biodiversity in 
agriculture.  
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Another principle of LEAF is to ensure healthy lives and promote the well- 
being of all at all ages. Through the theme Forests and Community, 
schools are also encouraged to promote the health and well-being of 
young people and the wider community, and to make environmental 
connections to health and safety. This is particularly important in view of 
the current health emergency and the strong link of the emergence of new 
diseases to encroachment on natural areas.  

One of the key goals of LEAF is to ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, increasing 
the number of youths and adults who have relevant skills, and ensuring 
that all learners (referring to the whole school community) acquire 
knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature.  

LEAF works towards the achievement of gender equality by giving all 
students and teachers the equal right to participate in the activities 
which are related to the programme.  
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LEAF increases awareness of students about the sustainable use of water and 
sanitation. The theme Forests and Water specifically focuses on this issue by 
introducing the importance of water, both locally and globally, and by 
providing solutions on how simple actions can substantially reduce water 
use.

LEAF promotes energy saving initiatives and innovative solutions to reduce 
energy consumption within the schools, within students’ and teachers’ homes, 
as well as within the wider community. All members of the school work 
together to increase awareness about energy issues and to improve energy 
efficiency within the school. Furthermore, the students learn how to save 
energy at home.  

LEAF promotes and fosters a deep understanding of sustainability issues, 
which are also of increasing importance in the working environment. 
Through the programme, students learn how to take leadership in 
sustainable development and to find sustainable solutions. The gained 
knowledge and experiences can further arouse their interest in 
employment related to sustainability issues, and broaden their 
opportunities on the labour market. The programme also encourages 
sustainable tourism, which promotes local culture and products, instils 
respect for the forest communities as well as their myths, laws and codes, 
while increasing opportunities, such as jobs related to the forest.  
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Through LEAF, innovation in sustainable 
development is enhanced within the education 
sector. Especially the Creativity and Innovation 
Subtheme provides a framework for scientific 
research in sustainable innovations and 
practices.  

Through the themes Forests and Community 
and Forests and Products students learn how to 
reduce the environmental impact of their 
schools as well as of their personal lifestyles. By 
fostering responsible behaviour within the 
school environment, students will also learn 
how to value and protect the cultural and 
natural heritage in their countries, as well as 
abroad.  
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LEAF is a global programme, allowing for 
adaption to national and local cultures 
and contexts. To date, 26 countries 
implement the programme, and the 

international coordination is continuously 
encouraging new countries to join, to 
widen the network and to give access to 
education for sustainable development 
to all.  

Through the theme of Forests and 

Products, LEAF supports responsible 
consumption and production. Students 
are encouraged to reflect on their 
consumption habits and develop ideas and 
solutions for a more sustainable use of 
resources. Education on recycling and the 
reduction of waste are integral parts of 
the programme.  

Through the Forests and 
Climate theme, LEAF improves 
climate change education and 
raises awareness among 
students and teachers about 
climate change mitigation, 
adaption, impact reduction 
and early warning.  

LEAF aims to raise awareness of 
all forest-based ecosystems and 
the services they provide, such 
as mangroves which provide a 
rich habitat for marine life as 
well as protecting the coasts of 
many countries.  
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LEAF promotes the protection, restoration, and sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems through many different activities 
developed and implemented in schools. The theme Forests and 
Biodiversity especially focuses on biodiversity, with particular 
emphasis on plants and their associated species. It aims to 
educate students about biodiversity, its importance and encourage 
them to take positive action for its conservation.  

Justice and democratic values are integral elements of LEAF, as it aims 
to make students more aware of their responsibilities and impact on 
their surroundings. The programme teaches children that they have a 
role to play when it comes  to protecting the environment, and thereby 
provides them with a sense of empowerment. It also enhances 
questioning skills and critical thinking of students, which are 
key competencies when it comes to ensuring peace and justice in 
the future.  

Through Education for Sustainable Development, the Sustainable 
Development Goals are implemented within the LEAF network 
worldwide. Both internationally and nationally, the 
programme cooperates with institutional and corporate partners to 
develop new projects and to support initiatives that strive for 
sustainable development.  



LEAF and the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals.. 
to be continued!


